Variant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
Variant CJD is a novel human prion disease that represents the first known occasion in which animal prion diseases have been transmitted to humans. There are many uncertainties concerning vCJD, including the mechanism of transmission between species, the extent of human exposure to the BSE agent, the infectious dose for humans, and the future burden of human disease. It is hoped that continuing scientific research may lead to answers to some of these questions and that further understanding of the mechanism of prion replication may lead to the development of effective treatment. Indeed a recent publication has suggested that the drugs quinacrine or chloropromazine may be candidates for the treatment of human prion diseases [42].